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We know summer is here when we 
see the Wimbledon adverts on 
television. As I write this summer 
does appear to be here with a week 
or more of great weather; I know 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘǎ ǘƻƻ Ƙƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ 
hot enough for others but we would 
not be British if we were not talking 
weather. 
The other thing about this spell of 
weather is that we have already 
started to hear about water 
shortages. It seems unbelievable 
that this conversation is being had in 
the very areas such as Cumbria 
where we had really bad floods only 
8 months ago. Whatever view we 
have on climate change there is 
certainly something strange going 
on climate wise. 
 
Anyway back to the dry spell ς I am 
amazed at how brown my front 
lawn is. Mowing is just picking up 
some of the dust and topping of the 
weeds that seem to grow regardless. 
Which has led me to believe that we 
should all be weeds. Controversial it 
may be but the pastor wants you to 
be weeds! 
 
Why might this be? Well it is like 
this; that when life is tough and 
difficult; when things are thrown at 
ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ōƛǘ ΨōǊƻǿƴΩ 
or you are browned off how do you 
keep green, how do you appear to 
have life when all around looks  

 
 
 
dead. The weeds that survive have 
long roots [tap roots] that reach far 
down into the soil to where the little 
moisture can be found ς and they 
stay green. Not only that but they 
stand out in the midst off all that is 
brown and dying around them. 
 
I am sure that now you have 
realised why I suggest disciples 
might be weeds. Firstly that you 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨǘŀǇ ǊƻƻǘΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ 
Jesus himself, which keeps you well 
watered even when you are 
browned off. Such is the wisdom of 
Psalm 1 when it says ΨBlessed is the 
manΧΧΦbut his delight is in the law 
of the Lord, and on his law he 
meditates day and night. He is like a 
tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season and 
whose leaf does not wither. 
 
Secondly, that it is good that you 
stand out in amongst the crowds of 
life where many feel browned off. 
Such is the commission from Jesus 
when he says άDƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
and preach the good news to all 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ ς and our action says more 
than perhaps a thousand words.  
 
So be weeds but perhaps not weedy 
in your lives  - oh, and enjoy the 
weather! 
 
Bless you in the summer season. 
Simon 

{ǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ ƘŜǊŜΗ  



Message from Shirley and John Turner. 
We presume that most of you know that Shirley 
in addition to her RA has been diagnosed with a 
serious aortic heart valve problem and is 
awaiting an operation. Hence our absence from 
church this year. 
We miss you all and thank you for your prayers, 
love, flowers, cards and encouragement. 
Thanks to Simon, Bob, Joyce and Ken who have 
been calling regularly, although very busy with 
many other friends who are sick and need their 
help. 
God Bless you all, 
Shirley and John. 

 

Linda & Tony Shaw will be holding 
a cream tea afternoon  

in their garden  
on Saturday 14th August from 

2.30 PM.  
Cost £3 per person in aid of the  
redevelopment fund and BMS.   

There will also be tables available  
for any new or good-as-new items 
 which you might wish to donate.  

 
 
 
 
 

Please bring a chair if possible 
and 

 if you need transport let us know  
in advance 

 

Taunton Christians Together 

Summer Service  

άSongs of Praiseò 

Sunday 8 th  August  

at 4.00pm  

with The Band of Exeter 
Salvation Army Corps. 

 

Join us on the Green in Goodlands 
Gardens (behind Debenhams)   

Bring a picnic & garden chair and stay 
to enjoy Tea together in the  

gardens afterwards.  

At the Church Meeting on 
Wednesday 26 May it was 
decided that we would 
become a άC!Lw¢w!59 
/I¦w/IέΦ  From now on 
only Fair trade tea and 
coffee will be served on 
Sundays and we are going 
to encourage all organiza-
tions and users of our 
premises to use Fair Trade 
goods. 



 

Six years ago I had the 
opportunity to learn 
Biblical Hebrew.  It was a 
challenge and a struggle 
and after about 4 years I 
gave up the struggle - 
but, not without gaining 
a considerable insight 

into the Hebrew mindset and an understanding 
of how and why the biblical text has been 
compiled and what has been lost in our 
translations, however excellent they are.  Apart 
from Acts and Luke, the whole of the Bible has 
been written by Jewish people. 
 
My teacher was Jonathan Allen who with his wife 
Belinda and their four daughters are Messianic 
Jews.  Their ministry ς Messianic Education Trust 
ς has a vision to share the Jewish roots of their 
faith with the church and seeking to forge links 
with the Jewish people and the Jewish 
communities in the UK.  They are part of a larger 
family of Tikkun ministries.  Tikkun is the Hebrew 
ǿƻǊŘ άǘƻ ǊŜǇŀƛǊέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ 
heal the damage and misunderstandings 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
last 2000 years. 
 
In the 1960s Jewish believers in Jesus as the 
Messiah recognised from studying scripture that 
they no longer had to give up their Jewishness -  
c/f the modern African Church;   they no longer 
ƘŀŘ ǘƻ άŜŀǘ ŀ ƘŀƳ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘέ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ōŜƭƛŜŦΦ  Dŀƭ рΥс άCƻǊ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ 
circumcision nor uncircumcision  means  
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭƻǾŜέΦ 
 
The Allen family have received a clear call from 
God to work with students, both Jewish and 
Christian at Exeter University;  to move from 
their home in Rockbeare to a much larger 
property in the centre of Exeter ς Beit Haluztim 
(House of Pioneers).  However events are moving 
slowly ς ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎΣ 
and so this year they have started a number of 
study weeks and days in their home at 
Rockbeare. 
 
I was able to attend a study week at the 

beginning of June ς Genesis/Galatians ς 
mornings on Genesis, afternoons on Galatians, 
lunches and refreshments and culminating with a 
Shabbat meal on the Friday evening.  We started 
the week by asking ourselves many basic 
questions which should be pertinent to all our 
own personal Bible study ς ŜΦƎΦ ΨǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΩΣ 
ΨǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜȄǘκƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΩΣ ΨŘƻ L 
have a secret fascination with this text or 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΩΣ ΨǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ Řƻ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 
God, human beings or the world which guide and 
ƭƛƳƛǘ ƳŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘŜȄǘΩΦ  L 
am not going to say any more about the course 
now other than Jonathan is an excellent teacher 
in the Rabinnical style and we could learn much 
from Jewish hospitality.  It was intensive and 
tough but an experience I would not have missed 
in my journey with the Lord. 
 
This study week is to be repeated from Monday 
August 30th to Friday September 3rd.  They are 
ŀƭǎƻ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǳǊ !ǳǘǳƳƴ {ǘǳŘȅ 5ŀȅǎ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ 
IŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǇƘŜǘέ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
ς September 19th, October 10th, November 14th 
and December 12th, and a Mid-winter Study 
²ŜŜƪ ƻƴ άaŀǘǘƘŜǿΥ  ¢ƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ DƻǎǇŜƭέ ŦǊƻƳ 
Monday December 27th to Friday 31st. 
 
Please do not hesitate to speak to me if you 
would like more information, or go to their 
website: www.messianiceducationtrust.org.uk, 
or contact Jonathan direct 
jonathan@messianictrust.org.uk 
 
A final note, both Jonathan and his eldest 
daughter Judith are Street Pastors in Exeter. 
 
ROSEMARY MARSH 

Jonathan  and  
Belinda Allen  

Genesis and Galatians In Five Days 

http://www.messianiceducationtrust.org.uk
mailto:jonathan@messianictrust.org.uk


TBC now a Fair trade church 

 

On May 26th 2010  the church meeting voted 
unanimously to become a Fair Trade Church. 
That means that as a church we are committed to 
ensuring tea, coffee sugar and other products, where 
possible, are carrying the Fair Trade logo. Additionally 
we are committed to encourage other groups using 
our premises to use the products as well. 
I have recently discovered that Taunton is a Fair Trade 
ǘƻǿƴΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ 
It is even more right for us as Christians to question 
the way we shop ensuring that we do not exploit 
others in the developing world. 
If chocolate does not have a fair-trade logo ς do not 
buy it! 
This movement is not about what we like or dislike. It 
is about making a firm commitment to support the 
developing world and ensuring we buy products that 
do not exploit them. 
I am challenged to make a difference in our world ς so 
I now always try to buy products with a Fair Trade 
logo. This puts the poorest of the world first. We often 
pray for the developing world and for the poor-we can 
now put our prayer into action. . So I ask that you walk 
with me as we support Fair Trade ς perhaps you too 
will look in you shopping trolley.! 

 

TAUNTON FLOWER SHOW Vivary Park 

Friday 6th August 
Saturday 7th August 

TCT have again been fortunate to be represented at the Taunton Flower Show and will 
have a stall dedicated to TCT & The Open Door. -  The Theme will be based on 1 Peter 
1:24.'Grass dies, flowers fade, but the word of God will go forever'.  And flowers will 

be available to hand out. 

Margaret Gibbins will shortly be  looking for volunteers to help erect the stall, and also 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ΨǎƘƛŦǘΩ ōŀǎƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {Ƙƻǿ - so if you have 

an hour or more to spare on either of these dates - please tell your TCT 
Representative. 

© Richard Sibley 


